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the command of Colonel Wellesley; but when
more of Tippoo's infantry and cavalry were seen
marching in that direction,, General Harris or-
dered four I2~pounders, covered by four compa-
nies of Sepoys, to take post within about 400
yards of the Tope, in order to fire into it, while
Colonel Wellesley was marching to the attack;
and the 25th Regiment of Light Dragoons, under
the command of Colonel Cotton, now Lord Com-
bermere, and the 2nd Regiment of Native Ca-
valry, under Colonel Pater., were directed to sup-
port the right flank. Lieutenant-Colonel Wallace
was also sent down with the grenadier company
of the 74th Regiment, and four companies of
Sepoys, to occupy a rock on Colonel Shawe's left,
and prevent the enemy's galling the troops on that
flank during the attack.

When all was ready, Colonel Wellesley was
not present; and as General Harris had ordered
that he should command, he could not compre-
hend why he was absent, especially when so much
time had elapsed whilst the additional forces were
marching down to their allotted stations.

After waiting a little longer, and inquiring
from his staff what could be the reason of Colonel
Wellesley's absence, General Harris became uneasy
and apprehensive that the favourable moment for
the attack would be lost; and he directed General
Baird, who was on the spot, to take the command,
and proceed to the attack. General Baird im-